. . FROM THE EDITOR: WHAT IS LIFE, IF ...
2 A @ B-J News 19:
@ =L The newsletter of the British Jewry well, herees a funny storyd
‘ L e ma|I|ng list You have only just escaped findingig white space hére
? Basically, not to sugaoat it, | forgot Mike senta lovely tactful
\‘C 5 Monday 26 July 2010/15 Av 5770 reminderfour days after deadlines hadg®bwhilst Jackye
=" @ \yas at the conference and when | was trying to wrap up my
Welcome to the nineteenth edition of B-J News work - via the overtime routebefore the summer breakadmit it, | had
let things slide Between pressure of work and software issueslifyaet
CONTENTS waybehind in all sorts of elements of list administratidlackye has been
From The Editor page 1 particularly pusy this yea6 h e es be en ga I. 't vanting
school reunions and celebrating bam, and friendg 70" birthdays |
Colney Hatch Asylum page 2 have been kneleep in a neyob and time runs through my hands like
Just For Fun pages water through a colander. Ntydo list was growing and growing (despite
the dry weather) and the check mar
A Shameful Seet? No Way! pages their absence. How would | get it all dor@Guld getit all done? How
Just For FuRAnswers pages could I have forgotten the editorial for the)Blews?
Driving a Hard Bargain paged This train of thought got me to wondering, as | have many times before,
Finding My Face page 9 w_hether our ancestors lived such stressful lives, rushing from pla_tce to place,
) . with never enough time to do whing. Undoubtedly, for mostheir lives
My Grandfather and the Chicago World Fair pagel2 had periods of immense streéssmigration, warpogroms and the
Remembered Conversations & Family Newsletters  pagel3 holocausto name only a fewThey most certainly hdivesthat vere
_ physically much harder thaurs. Without modern conveniencesch as
Free Access Websites pag 18 washng machines and vacuum cleaners the daily grind was just that
Me and My School Photdiriam Margolyes pagel8 With_out the telegre_lph, the 'Felephpne and the intemet they must have
o worried about family and friends in far flung parghings we now take for
Criminals & Condoms page 20 granted make our lives so much more comfeetabt han our ance
Sojourn in the Holy Land page 21 However, | find it hard tomaginemy greagrandparents rushing about the
) way we do todayMaybe lamwrongl é d r eal | .yDohnylist t o
Diary Dates page22 members have this sort of insighkost of us know when our ancestors
were born ad when they married and when they died and where they lived
JB_'IJl SGWQS?Dwan gought to you by: at certain pointsn betweenbut does anyone have more thanHisd
Mike Josepiopy Editor our ancestors keep diaries
Sherry Land&ditor h Chief
Jackye Sullin8roof Reader



Spent the whole day rushing arbo@dRabbi was cross with Hymie
because he hasstilmastered his Hebrew leSsoals was too sick to go
to school and | had to change herbed éwite bar el y f i n
of washing when Morris came in demansiack because he was star
Mr Faigin had him running about all thestown getting materials and
trimmings and delivering garmewntas about to put the washing out w
the heavens opened and | had to drape thing$tadinotheare was a hug
gueue at the but cThewagpeople weldenga | s
youéd think the shops whabbaBythe o
time | got back from the shopping it was time to pick the children ug
school and then | had to black the grate and lighitbesfiree n e a
coal so | khao run to the merchant to order for a Monday.delivery

. and so on Isthe lack of this kind of diary account, from people other
than the richdue toilliteracy or a lack of inclinatioh A more likely
explanation ighat our ancestors wemetually so rushed off their feet that
they were too shattered to write anything doWe can be sure of one
thing: they can have had no idea of the pace we live at now! Life has
changed so much, some for the better, of course, but some it would seg
for the worse.

As internet genealogists we are often impatient. We want answers and

want them now. We expect to kno
write a letter that needs a postage stamp; some of us are forgetting how
write a cheque. Liemoder ni sesa& at an i ncr g
phone is aold hat e. But , maybe,

should take some ldfessons. Maybe we of all people should realise the
importance of stopping to smell the daisies, bef@are lying under them.

Sherry Landa (Oxford, UK)

NEXT ISSUE

The next issue,-BNew20, will be available to download
from the website on or befoféursday 2 December
2010. The submission deadline is therefore Suhday

COLNEY HATCH ASYLUM IN THE EARLY 20™ CENTURY

i e éoliowihghtem fissteappeargidemattbetquarterly magazine of the Jewish
/ingGenealogical Sodidty,//www.jgsgb.org.uk/journall, sht2@05, ands
reproduced hesth minimal editingoy kind permission of Bernard Valman,
nenEditor of that publication

o Adragictapndscap® a k er e s

we

W The ICdIngysHatohu_unatic Asglumiwas one\battie ynosd faimous sind iraadedt |

tomany c¢war ehoulshedintbefmidm@hdcentuyy.s € est ab

d Thee tedlity of ifd irtside wlastisat it wise daurstisg, frigitening agd humiliating
blace. tithvas crovalédudark, sntelly, fraezidgtcolavwrewintéro stifingly hat inh

summer and had poor sanitation. The misery was palpable.

The separate slegmings to be 9 feet by 6 feet 6 inches and from 11 feet to 12 1
6 inches in height; and the dormitories should contain 48 feet superficial, and

576 cubical feet for each phtient.

Freedom of Information Act 2000
| had formany years been barred from access to the Colney Hatch Asylum
records by the &hundred years

November2010.

interested in died in Jull®04 personal access was withheld even after July

rul e


http://www.jgsgb.org.uk/journal1.shtml

2004 on the grounds that the record ledgefl @94 held 1905 entries too.
Under the new Freedom of Information Act, | was able at long last in
January 2005 to examine the sowdtar records at the London
Metropolitan Archivesttp://www.cityoflonen.gov.uk/Imawithout
hindrance.

The Patient Records

The records | found consisted of
i. Admission and Discharge Registers (H12/CH/B/01/)
il. Case books (H12/CH/B/11/)

iii. Photographs of patients admitted and discharged
(H12/Ch/B/18/02/).

Maleand female records were in separate ledgers and photographs of
patients who died in the asylum were removed.

damage this would cause to the volufneEhe case books give the dates g
admission and discharge or, where a death occurred in the asylum, a c(
of the death certificate is attached. A photograph of the patient on
admission and discharge is attached to the entries, except in the case g
death inthe care of Colney Hatch Asylum.

The marital status, last address and the name of next of kin are given,
together with the patientes rel
the case books; this includes mental and physical condition of thatpati
on admi ssion and the doctorseée an
various (usually weekly) intervals. Details of incidents of violence requi
Arestrainte are also noted. Re p
patientes pr e taidsader whre rotedas well asfthe me
acausea of insanity if known. A

For many the &previous abodea wa
fact that even young unmarr i evdrep
given had arrived from workhouses leads me to believe that the workho

The ledgers are in su¢
poor condition it is not permitted to photocopy any entries because of the
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were used as holding stations for the mentally ill who could no longer be
cared for at home.

The Medical Information

After quickly noting the entries relating to my own martr research | was
drawn into looking at the sociological implications of the accumulated data
presented. What did it tell me of the treatment of the poor victims of
mental illness in the late Victorian and Edwardian eras in Metropolitan
London? It isa heart rending picture of neglect and indifference.

The symptoms that caused them to be committed were described, but the
medi cal adiagnosesa were
Dementia seemed to cover almost all symptoms. Evenanlmday

could recognise symptoms of manic depression, schizophrenia and post
natal depression etc., and no treatment of any kind is ever mentioned. A
note that a patient was force fed or restrained is frequently found; patients
could be releasedonamo hés tr i al i n the care
were required to report back periodically until discharged. Unfortunately a
large number died in the custody of the institution. The institution
originally had its own cemetery but this was abandonisdgported,

because it drew attention to the high mortality rate.

One cannot hold their ignorance against the doctors in those days before
psychiatric medicine became a specialist discipline, but | what | found

g pavtioularly sHdekidg wasathe appanatdencerod dny pooper physicah | s o

examination of the patient on entry. For the sick the register entry
APhysesalcComednt s ook wwhse |onmat eoa

o Deaths irotifie weekssatien dorhnyittaliwere riotrueusutl.almthe cgse lavasd

researching the indiwida | wh o, on entry, was n

and exhausti onee. There was no po
raee. Whe causd ab deathein nsany death Certificeiessvgs/en as:F r o m
parentsé home address

and Natural causes.
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Jewish Inmates

| would estimate that at least one in ten of the patients were Jewish: an
accurate statistic would be an interesting research project. | found this
surprising bearing imind the distance of Colney Hatch, in Friern Barnet,
from Whitechapel, the area of London in which almost all the Jewish

i nmates | ived. I n one case a wi
noted for some unknown reason that the husbamido had a weknown
Sephardic nameéhad stated that his family had not practised the religion
for two generations. All the inmates were technically paupers and the
Jewish cases were, except for the incidence of drunkenness given as a
of insanity, not untypicahs one would expect. They all shared the same
unhealthy overcrowded home environment.

Mental illness is a terrible affliction eviaalay a hundred years later, in
spite of the advances in treatment, and | cite here two cases which may
illuminate thepast in this perennial area of human suffering.

A 19yearld Jewish girl admitted from the Bethnal Green workhouse on
October 1903 had previously been a patient from 9 September 1901 to
April 1902. She was eventually released on trial in thefdaeemother

on 22 April 1904. On release it
a complaint to the committee of ill treatment of her daughter by one of tf
nurses whom she could not name. The subject was investigated by the
committee andthecgml ai nt beli eved to be
unsatisfactory system of geljulation was not invented yesterday.

Rachel J, a 3®arld unmarried Jewish girl, was committed by her father,
to Colney Hatch Asylum in October 1904 as having suicidal tendencies.

She was released on a monthes tr
|l ater. He wrote to the asyl um Db
is doing fine and able to wor kee,
life. Irelate this terrilyl tragic story because, after her death, the father

wrote to the asylum: &aU she
weeks she was with us. The only thing that could be relative for her sui
is she sometimes used to say she was afraid thateteegoming to take
her back to the asylum. She seemed to dread the name of the place

showe

ot herwise she was alright and went
on to describe the terrible discovery of her death in the family home one
Shabbat.

Reflection

My brief foraydreoshe archives df Calney HateheAbylurm asebrdught
home to me a singular truth, that the dates and relationships on your
family tree give merely a skeletal picture of your ancestry.

caulBee person whose impersonally written case histeag on my visit to
the LMA was my motheres stepmother
spoke of her early childhoedhe may not have rememberedt | have
discovered her mother died when she was seven years old and her first
stepmother she had twedied in an asylum when she was eleven. The dry
and dusty Colney Hatch | edger reco
sister, of the distressing symptoms of mental illness displayed by their
stepmother which resulted in her being certified as indanas

27 transported back a hundred years and felt the pain of that unhappy

24 household in which my mother spent her formative years. | am forced to

consider how these tragic events affected my mother and, by affecting her,

was hapsednt hthabru ta Telr & Hapdictbicd sty et S mo t |

ne history.

) r Genealdgly, assirstlas.instandehneay lead us along unfamiliar paths in
pursuit of our personal ancestry but | believe it is also important that we
take every opportunity to pause and look for a moment atitterical
landscape along the way.

i &dbreyJacobbus t he care of her father siXx
efore the trial mont h had passed sa\
brhg €olneyf Haycly Lpngticghsglupy I t ook h

days at s h
wwwhbbc.co. uk/educatlon/beyond/factsheets/makh|st/makh|st7blpcog3b shtml
i Victorian London- Health and HygieneHospitals- Middlesex County Lunatic Asylum (Colney
datchfw@w.Vigordan@nBoSorg O T I nsani ty during
ridd'The LMA can provide you with digital scan prints which cost £4.00 for an A4 or A3 black and
white scan. Alternatively for a charge of £2.70 a day you may use your oarpoavited you can
disable the flash. It would be necessary for a member of our Reprographics Department to inspect
your camera. If you wish the LMA to locate the entries for you rather than visiting London

he

Metropolitan Archives yourself, you may ussrtFamily History Research Service. The minimum


http://www.victorianlondon.org/

charge of £40.00 for an hour's work should cover the cost of the research and providing copies
transcripts of any relevant entriefAll charges quoted reflect increases since original publication i
2005)

VChaos theorywhich attempts to explain the fact that complex and unpredictable results can and will occur
systems that are sensitive to their initial conditions

JUST FOR FUN

THEN AND NOW aPAIR THEM UP

Twelve of our listers have each kindigpied two photos of themselves,
dhenandnoee and weeve shuffl ed Carhyeum
reunitee ach | i st er e s rathereadier tantgrgad? o wi
Answers on padge

. #
[ © Getty images |

Xi

... and, as a bonus question,
which of the contributors
above is an international
athlete, seen here winning the
Crete Marathon?




A SHAMEFUL SECRET? NO WAY! use genealogy to trace father | was thinking moralongthe lines of a
private detectivewhich twenty yearago, was far beyond my puese

Monica McMullin isngaged writing a book about her twentysgaach for every penny | had was ploughed into my businéss are driven by

her father, while continuing her researthanghe o f f i ndi n g| Rnrationgotbgicdrfcannoresersed you overlook the blatapt!

roots to complete the story. She has based the following piece very lafgelplwvi@us, the things that are staring you in the face, the things that were, in
numberofexx® f r omschar ®abanl woul d well c mncaseuaderyny mogef or mat i on

that might help with her ongoing reddarch.
My family secret turned out to be nothing like what my imagination had

Since | began the search for my fathes often heard people ask the feared Far from it, because, instead of uncovering a sordid family scandal,

question” Why do some people wait unt|i lluntoreed ahedrarmirg lstyry, Whicl heas turried nybnotbee ifitomy e

beginning to search for their family?" hera In additonwi t h t he help of the friend
have found a family to be proud of, with roots that have made the hairs on

| can only give an opion based on my own experience and for people the back of my neck stand on énd

whose circumstances are similar to minmeckonthis is because people are
torn; torn between dyintp know and scared to find outspecially when a My father had been a complete mystery to me throughout my life, as my

heavy veil of mystery surrounds their birth, like adeptioillegitimacy mother never married him, or anyone else for that magbe had me at
Perhapshere isan unknown father, or maybe a mother who left the family the age of forty, which must have been a very difficult floingerto go
home If you haveneverknown the circumstances of ydairth, and a through in the early 1950s, beiingm a small Catholic family with no
deep family secret surroungsur very existence, then your imagination money | t wa s n é shediedin 1989 that f diseoveredetheason
runs riot and you far the worst The deeper the secret, the more your behind all the secredywould take me a further twenty years before |
imagination runs away with your feafgs the fear of the unknown and actually found my father

the hurt is too deep
I't was only aft erlwasyoingthiodgkeherdlsngsd e at

So you waityou wait until everybody you are close to has died, before ypu that | found a letterl recognisether shaky handwriting on the small blue

begin the search for that untwn mother or fatherYou want to be told stamped addressed envelopiee letter wadated 18 September 1987 and
facts without opinion, truth without anything added or taken awbig it was from the warden of Rose Bush Court, a retireaqgartment

too emotional to ask familyou are close tgpu would sooner ask a complex n Parkhill Road, Hampstead, in Londahat | later learned was
stranger and discover the facts aloneresc without openingip and owned by the Humanist Associatidih appears that my mother had
telling even your closest friends, because you have absolutely no idea whatvritten to the resident wardémere enquiring about a man who lived in
skeletons you will discoveiding in that wardrobe, and g@u would flat numberl3. The letter gave her the newsistieath.

sooner open that wardrobe door alone
To write a letter enquiring about a man was totally out of character for my

This was my reason for putting my search for my mystery fattethen mum, and somehow | instinctively knew this man had to be my father
back burner for so londar too long | would try halfheartedly and then now had a name and an address and
give up too easilyOf course, twenty years ago when my search began, ||  secret began to unfoldt wasa secret that she had kept for almost sixty
didn't havethe Internet angdback thenit never even entered my head to years



My mot her couldnet very well hid
common knowledge throughout the community and was the subject of
malicious gossip, ridicule and much spatoih. This wa the early 1950
and of courseto have a child out of wedlock was just not acceptable in
those oppressive dagad some Catholic mothers were still sent away an
their babies given up for adoption before they returned hdfoea
Catholic woman, to hee a child in this way wasbig enough scandal in
itself,but, for a single Catholic woman, tave a child at the age of forty
was an absolute disgrace, which brought shame not only to her family,
also to the whole of th€atholic community. Consegutly, my mother
was jangled about for many years. She way private, unassuming
person She was very setinscious and had no confidence when in
unfamiliar company | never knew her ever to bother with namd yet

she was never accepted amdmgsiwn generation, not even with the
passing of time

e

incognito is one offlte best things that the Internet has providedr me,

it Wals ienpoftamtad remaih iacognito untild lkewi fdr ure that t hadmayt e
facts right, as | had no idea what | was going ta fihdifound my father

had a family of his owrl would have kept my deance: | seeo point in

upsetting othersHoweverl found that, just like my mother, my father

never married and | now know that my parents had kept in touch with each
other throughout their lives and my father had kept an eye on me from a
distance

but My pareng &tory is as old as time itseMy mother simply fell in love

with a Jewish man and spent twdiy years meeting him in secréhere

was no wrong in thisHoweverthe times that they lived jand whatever
difficulties my mother had ge@nthrough within our Catholic community,

had made her afraid to reveal my Jewish rokdisre was no reason to keep

my fatherés identity a secret othe

My mother had gone through some very difficult times and she had not

Essentially, my story is about my search for my father and using genealpogyrecognised thdaimes, along with people, had now changed.

to trace him and his familyHoweveras | researched and learned about
my parents, grandpar eyidokevavaddntorfay
more It evolved into a story about a generation now dead and ¢gjoheé s
about the people who struggled and paved the way for us to live far betf
lives than they hadtoenduret €é s about how t hey
and haked a life for themselves, burying their children along the way,
before they had the support of the welfarestatt e s about a

who fought in two world wars, and yet, they were given very little suppof

from the country they fought for and veeoften forced to rely on charity,
in the form of the Workhouse.

My mot herés family were just a
their problems were no worse than malmymy search for my father, |
have found a family who | have nothing baspect for and | feel both

proud and absolutely fascinated by my newly discovered roots

V|

My story and my search are a great example of why family history webg

fMyhéaébef ami hamemwa.sl ledtrd the hgrd way thatl e n r

the family name has evolved from Freedman and was originally Friedman

er Harry was born in 1907 and was nearly 48 when my mother gavi® birt

~—+

nreeeldardr  @s dfua tk h g HebhewdameYabudawged eiblGnu i s

all UK censuses Louis always dttitat he was a German nation&lis
gfeatelr art @ 0 nn .aboes wasabern abautil868 and was married and

widowed three timedHe married Iss first wife in Leeds in 189®he was

Russian born Rachel g&imon) and after giving Louis six children,

Rachel died in 1904 at the age af #6uis and Rachel lived Bib. 37,

Back Byron Street, in Leeds with Morris Rosenberg and his wife Rebecca

e (ngd aylor) o nveare fxom Koano,RusaMpreis Rosenberg vpas asb a f a mi

witness at their wedding and | feel that there is a connection with this
Rosenberg familyThe other witness was Morris Cohen who liveB(at
Copenhagen Street, Leeds, which was tlse mext door to where my
grandfather Louis lived before he married RadWelris and his wife

itesBecca (& Bromberg) were from Germany

are invaluableTo be able to pour your heart out, whilst remaining



Before Louis and Rachel left Leeds, they had their first son Daniel or
Gedaliahwhose name evolved into Dal, Dardeyd finally became David
Louis and Rachel came and settled in Liverpool, moving around the old
Jewish quarter within the streets around Brownlow Hill, wheres#ezind
son Hyman was born in 1898lyman eventually changed his name to
Harry, causingnemuch confun trying to research two Hagwithin the
same family In 1894 they had a daughter Nellie, who was known as Hel
Lillian or Lil. Then another son Samuel was born in 189®wed by

Elias in 1898 and finally Isaac in 1900

when the child mdality rate in Liverpool was amongst the highest, if not
actuallythe highestin this country | have never found any brothers,
sistes, aunts, uncles or parentsnof grandfather LouisHis marriage
records gave me thame of his father Tobias. éfouad no naturalisation
records for Louis and no trace of Tobiashat | have found, thank @, in

this |l ast year, with the help of

en, siblings, who have welcomed me warmly to their family and given me a

photo of my father, my grandfather and his large famitythe process, |
have solved a mystery for my newly fofiret-cousins, as to why their
Uncle Harrysuddenly disappearen the mid 19568 and they never knew

After Rachkedied, my grandfather Louis married Rebecca Cohen, who had where he went or heard from him ever dgain

previously been married to another Coh&ebecca was also from Russia
and on the 1911 Liverpool census anotheyRassian born Abraham,
appears for the first timd believe Abraham was perekap Re b e c ¢ a
from her first marriage,ut nothing is known aboutim and | would love

to hear from anybody who has any further details about him

My grandmother Rebecca Cohen gave Louispassibly threemore
sons Teri was born in 1905 and cfgeed his name to Edward or Teddy
My father Harryarrivedin 1907 andthere wasnother babyJacobwho
died in December 1907, with some confusion in the records as to his ag
when he died.

Rebecca was only 36 when shealiednceshortly after theensus was
taken in April 1911 Very little is known about my grandmother and so |
would love to hear from anybody who might have a link to Rebecca in
their tree.

Af ter Rebeccaes devasmarried foyahig tinaen d f
to Rosa or Rosieée Greenblatt, who herself was a wjdawn Russia
Shehad previously been married to Solomon Yankelovitch and had a
daughter Betsy YankelovitdRosa gave my grandfather another daughter
Eva, born in 1914Rosa died in 1932, whileyrgrandfather Yied until

1949 In his long eventful and very difficult life, he managed to hold his
large family together, after being widowed three tanesnly burying

e

one child, little baby Jacpbut of all those children. That waswarkable,

S, while | prepare fahe first Jewish wedding which | have been

P sinvided hhope these excerpts from my book walegratbedyour

attention and jogedyour memory If you have any information and feel
you might have a
witnesses at my
any Cohen or Friedman family, with all its name variations, who came
from Russia, Germany or any part of Eastern Europe to Leeds or to
Liverpoolinthel at e 1800es, I would | ove
Please email me atonicamcmullin@mac.com

Monica McMullin, Liverpool, UK

JUST FOR FUN
THEN AND NOW-THE ANSWERS

a F & €:AnnlMaceyi s

G & T:Jill Hyams

H &M: Danielle Sanderson

I&D: Babs OéConnor
J & V: Naomi Barnett

L & R: Myra Waddell

N & K:Sherry Landa

Q & B:Richard May

C 0 nynae to éitheo af theatwo my
g roa ihydd have b eonnection foi r s

t

C
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S & O:Heather Denholm
U & P:Jackye Sullins

W & E:Mike Joseph

X & A: Miriam Margolyes

... and Danielle is the athdeputting us all to shame; well, most of us.
Well - certainly me!

Our grateful thanks to everyone for entering into the fun.

Mike Joseph

DRIVING A HARD BARGAIN

Seventegyeawld Mark had just passed his driving test, and asked his D3
if they could alk about his using the car from time to time.

His father said he'd make a deal with him: "You bring your grades up frg
a C to a B average, study the Torah just a little reord get your hair
cut. Then we'll talk about the car.”

Mark thought fora few moments before replying: "OK, Dad. Sounds fair
enough to me!"

About six weeks later, over breakfast, his father said, "Well, Son, you've
worked hard at school and brought your grades up, and | know that you
been studying the Torah as we agtagd;m disappointed that you still
haven't had your hair cut.”

"Well, Dad," replied MarK|'ve been thinking about that and, from my
studies of the Torah, it seems to me that all the great patriarchs had lon
hair: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob . . . and tHhet®ng evidence that Moses and
Aaron had long hair too."

"l don't doubt any of that", his father replied, through the faintest of
smiles, "but didn't you also notice that they all walked everywhere they
went?"

FINDING MY FACE: A JOURNEY OF SELF DISCOVERY

In the later years of her very long life, my paternal grandmother, Ray

Bockner(néeRacheSolomony often told me that |
Aunti e Rai eee. I have never seen a
who shevasand where shefitsio t he pi cture of my f

family tree. | know the name of the man thisat granéhunt whowas

born in London in 1887married and | have read original copies of some

of the many public notices that the family placed in the London Jewish
newspapers following her early death. | know facts and information about
the lifeofherown daughteres marri age
entrepreneur and philanthropistytd stild onet know what
looked like.

| knewGrandma Rayas an infant in London but my parents migrated to
Adelaide, South Australia in the mid 1950s when | was just three years old.
So | did not really get to know her until late in her very long life when she
was already in her eighties and my father hadlyimanaged to convince

his elderly parents to move to Australia for health reasons in the late 1970s.

Ray was born in London in 1894, the second of a family of nine children
of whom four survived into young adulthood and only two into old age.
Her paretts were part of the great wave of 1880s European Jewish
immigrants to England, people who had been born in the small towns and

ve shtetls of Poland and Lithuanieountries thatverethenpart of the vast

19" century Russian Empire.

Grandnma Ray was one dive similarly named girls who were collectively
identified as Auntie Raie, Big\Rd e y e red.itle FRya my grandmother
-and Baby Ra Anyone who has tried to find information about a Rachel
Solomons born in London during the 1890s and early 190i0save been
confronted, as | was, by a bewildering number of girls all registered under
this name. The name Rachel was used for many of the girls in this large
family and al/l ar e b egeagmandmathervim b e
has recently beadentified as Ruchel from Kutno in Poland. Ruchel
married Szulimgjszerand both were born some time during the early
decades of the 1@entury.

to a



Their son, Judaho®mons(184Q1904) is my paterngleagreat
grandfather and he had brought his fgnto London in the mid 1880s.
With his secongson, Charles Henryo®mons (1868923) heset up a fur
manufacturingousiness in two large houses that had been built close to
Spital Square for the earl@ighteenttcentury migratory wave of Huguenot
weavers. Raglways called this area Bishopsgate, implying that it was a

slightly better class area then the adjoining Spitalfields and Whitechape|.

She grewpin a large extended family that includest owngrandparents
and greagrandparents all livinop close proximity to each othemhe
surname oBolomorns believed to have come about through the adoption
of Judahes Szalinds the anglicizadsfamdy surrfame and thi
is supported by repeated family stories about the supg@omgadd family
name While this information is not yet totally verifigdew evidence
providesareasonabldegree of certainty that merges whtdocumented
facts and family lore.

The identification of this woman, her husband and thelaws has come
through a serendipitous meeting with a fellow researcher &t the 2

Australian National Conference on Jewish Genealogy held in Melbourné,

Victoria in March, 2010. This wonderful new contact has opened up a
of European research that | thought wouldrbpossible to penetrate.

| know about Grand@R a \lifé Because a close first cousin, Claire
Bockner, had the foresight to record her stories. Through the last yearg
the 1980s and the early 1990s she audio taped extensive conversations
our grardmother. While | had randomly written dowotes onsome of

her stories she had routinely taken a small tape recorder, and often a b
of wine, and captured a series of unique social history msstbouther
daily lifewithin the Jewish community indndon during the early 1900s.
These early years were followed by a period of almost aafdcadg in

New York and theioronto, Canadé#ollowed bya return to London in
1923. All told in vivid detail, these long ago memories of family joys
outrageat bad behaviour anghforgivablemisdemeanors were still fresh
and often emotionally retold over half a century later.

In addition to these tapes we also have a wonderful series of early 16mm
film taken by her husband, my grandfather Morrie BockReccently
transferred onto DVD format hes e capture i mages
life from the early 1930s through until the 1960&ese mostly black and
white films have no sound and until | began my family history research we
had no way of knoiwg who many of theelively and animategeople
wer e. | have now been able to
segmenthat can accompany the DgRs we send them on to interested
relatives arounthe world.

(0]

com

My genealogical journey of discovexglly legan in the year 2000. Kept at

home by bushfires ragimgound the area where | then livadhe Blue

Mountains of New South Wales, | finally began the task of properly
organising my grandmotherés photog
these old ladck and white images into proper archival aloums | began to get

a picture of people and lives previously unknown to me. However, the seed
had been planted a full decade earlier when George Rigal, a cousin of my
mot her s, had halthen seméda vastungtérnaliamayt

tree. He wanted information about the current generations of our scattered
inefamily, my mother replied with the basic facts and | was eventually shown
these pages. Il never questioned
family history and athe complexities adaily life intruded this goldmine

of information sat in the cupboard for almost ten years.

U7

A

m:

of
b wittly parentsand almost all of their siblingdied at relatively young ages
andlIstildi d not startdawpecppoueet tbdie
ttldife stories. Then it was too lategitrentire generatiowasgone and there
was almost none left to provide the first hand memorgewd facts about
their lives. However, it was this loss that gave me the finalghbshih to
documentour combined family histories anathile | know we have lost so
much, | have also found information beyond my greatest expectations.

The possibilities of internet based research and the generosity of fellow
genealogists has led me igcdverpreviously unknown family lines.
Beyond a very small circle of immediate uncles, aunts and cousins, | had

1

grown up believing that we had no other family in Australia and | had

0



almostnorealk nowl edge of my mother és eg|x tﬁggcgfcﬂ Yaeq '181#34§§mge Gohen &aD pany LigitpdAyritten to markjtheCoifpagyqengenary,

bert Maclehose & lasgowdNov. 1

now discovered that these included people who came to Australia
throughout the laer years of the T'Snd early20" centuriespeople who
built their lives and families in New South Wales and Victoriandmuse
descendantsavedispersed across thiswaeontinent out to New Zealand
and beyond Some contributed much to their small, evolving Jewish
communities; some like my immediate family were Jewish by cultural
heritage only, any religious faith abandoned as they grew up. | have fol
newdistant elatives irEngland, Canad#)e United States, and even
Tokyo, Japan who have generously given rieeoaccess to their research
and a small abloc, email based group of fellow family researchers has
emerged tprovidesupport and share information.

Fourder of the engineering company George Cohen,
Sons & Companyhis man is the image ofveell
assimilated Jew, a prosperous, Victorian businessman.
He was also a man whose fanidith and

communitywas demonstrably central to his liféis

large familyof many daughters and fewer sons

appear to have married well and the descendants of
one donated a collection of family photographs and
documents to the Jewish Museum, London
(www.jewishmuseum.org.uk

Woarking from known birth dates, street addresses and the existing, Thesare now fully digitized and available to view orrtMoving Here
wonderfully researched maternal family tree referred to above, | began my website. This collection includes a scrapbook, knoRreas cy Levyes
ondine searching by trawling through the usual websites. The England Life(Cat. RefIML1993.4.1)Jassembled by a grandsbimcludesoriginal

census and UKirths, deaths andnarriages recds,UK shipping and newspaper accounts of family waddand associatezgbhemera such as
passengéistsand USACanadébordercrossing documentsave all tableplace setting cards and even sdriexl leaves and flowers from a
provideda wealth of factual informationJewishGénww.jewishgen)agd wedding bouquett hasnewspaper cuttingsusinesand personal letters

its associated links fisuppliedseveral death drcemetery records andgraphic original photographs from the battlefields of World War |
including photographs of actual famgyavetones and havehad the France. This scrapbook gives a highly personal and moving snapshot into
unsettling experience of finding my own name and family listed on the life of one family over a period of about twenty years fronH23Q7

S 0 me 0 n e dire publie fammily toea (with numerous errors!).
It was in this collection that | found myself looking atiarage of myself!
Akevothwiww.dutchjewry pgave me wonderfully detailed Dutch records going George Heng/@ h e eldest daghter, Sophia (188®04) is one of my
back to the early 17QQagith the added benefit that it walsin English, the maternalgreatgrandmothers. | already hadod portraitphotographs of
London Gazetteaww.londogazette.dq.provided stories of bankruptcies and Sophia and her husband Jofionalonad Berlyn (185@1902) but here
tantalizing gllmpse_s of dally business life and the Jewish Chrenigletliejc.cbm was a photograph of the second daughter, Hannah-{982)and there
presented a long list of family names and references to check through and follpw werepictures of her aggy from herearlytwenties through to old age. This

up. | haveound photographs of the streets, schools and places livedny by . . . . -
ancestors andewspapedrticles and books that reference their lives. Eventually experience of looking into a mirror from the past was extraordinary; it gave

the link to the (UK) National Arclvies www.nationalrchives.goy).lgd me to - mea ylsceral jolt and connected me to family in a way that | had never .
their Moving Heriternetwelsite (ww.movinghere.orp.khis fantastic experienced before. Perhapslirdsemble my otherr a n d mmuch e r e
resource, featuring personal stories of migration and life within the London Jewishloved Auntie R but | also looked uncannily like this previously unknown
Community took me to @cu a | documents about my [moxeatgansaintpat er nal

grandfather, George Henrpl@n(18281.890)
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By the time my mother was boim1927S o p hsora @esrge Bgn,
appears to have lost close contact wittsh  m oviash extenglesd family.
One day | hope to find out how and why this happened.
I will continue to look for more documentary evidence to discover facts
and storieshatlink me to mysilent Jewish heritagéhave reached what
currently seem like impenetrable deadsémdsome people on the Tree
and | will always regret the lost opporturthgat | had to write the living
histories oimy ownparentgéand grandparerggenerationsHowevermy
research has ignited sparks of interest in other members of the family a
hopefullythis will ensure that our storieso  n ot begfer¢ittog | o s
becomesoo late.

Caroline Berlyn, Adelaide, South Australia

MY GRANDFATHER AND THE CHICAGO WORLD FAIR aBUT
WHEN?

My grandfather Israel Baker went to the Chicago World Fair. | know thg
beause he told me he did. He bought a dinner service there, and | still
have some of the plates and a sauce boat. They are stamped on the
underside with a picture of a globe, with two wings and Chicago written
across the globe.

In the meantime

—
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Myself with my first born daughter
Zoé Rachagand my mother, Patricia
Bockner (éeBerlyn), September, 197

Sophia Berly (néeCohen), my
maternalGreat grandmother

Her sister Hannah Levyée
Cohen)

(Collection: Jewish Museum,
LondonCat. RefJML/1993.4.3)1
viewat www.movinghere.org.uk

Ik n @tmwe- but wden could he have gone?

He was born about 1858 in, Lithuania. He left as a young man and went to
the USA. He lived in Boston, Massachusetts, worked as a tailor, saved up
and bought himself a gold watch, and returned to his parents. itioadd

he bought that dinner service, at a Chicago World Fair.

On the move again, from Kalvarija, he boarded a ship which landed him in
England; he travelled to Leeds where his sister Leah was living. In the 1881
census, Leah, her husband Jacob andcthi&iren are listed, and also at

their house are Israel, his brother Isaac and their mother: it was quite a
crowded house.

In 1890, he married my grandmother. They had a family arwle or less
- lived happily ever after, in Leeds.

Now, how did hdit in his stay in the USA? He could have left Lithuania

when he was 14 and arrived in the USA in 1872. He was in England by
March 1881. So which Chicago World Fair did he visit? Wikipedia gives
1893 as the date ofacdlebhrato€6hioft agol Wm
arrival in America in 1492.



He could have visited Chicago after 1881, but had to have returned bef
June 1890 when he married.

He coul dneéet have gone in 1893; h
then. Besides, although he abvagnted to go back to the USA, he wante
to take his wife and family with him.

So | have two windows of opportunity for him to have been in Chicago.
could have been between 1872 and 1881 or between 1881 and 1890.

| just
Theresa StewaBirmingham, England
REMEMBERED CONVERSATIONS & FAMILY NEWSLETTERS

A couple of items in the last issueBal Newpiqued my interest. Louise
Gol dschmidtés articde,r @amhnogd N

story and childhood memory related to me by my own mother. The family

story was one passed on to Mum by her maternal grandmother, Alice
Raphael Bell (Nanny). According to Nanny, her Jewish mother, Annie
Raphael, had beendisenn i t ed by her family f
|l eve since discovered that Anni
England to Australia in 1849, aboard faenes Gibfhe family then
comprised Annie, her parents, Nathan Samuel Raphael, Eli2abdtide
Hewitt), and three year old brother Samuel. The voyage took 132
agonisinglyong days, withstanding gales, a hurricane, reduced water ra
and the deaths of many of the other children on board. This and other
interesting aspects of the voyage,dngld from an unpublished diary of a
fellow passenger named William Nichols (National Library of Australia,
Manuscript reference no.: NLA MS 8166).

e

It must have been an enormous relief to arrive, finally, in Sydney, not or
with the family intact, but harg increased by the birth of another son

c an et Clidago that hefpy mehsolve the mygteryo. f|

preduring the voyage. The r ep &ydhey of

Morning Heraldf Mon 11 Jun 1849, included a very curious observation:

SHIRPING ING BLLIGENCBARRIVA DS JUng-PamesGplo, ship,it8b3| | i t |
Capt. Jackson from London with immigrants and merchandise, having left the
Downs on the 29th January. Passkigeé¢sig, and Dr. Leith, Surgeon
Superintendent......the James Gibb one hundred an@it)oty thayspassage

from the Dens.....The immigrants by the James Gibb number two hundred anc
eightjour, namely, 58 married couples, 54 single men, 39 single women, 32 b
and 32 girls from one to fourteen years of ag@)mfantd They consist of
English, Irish, and S¢atieti many of them, it is to be regretted, are mechanics.

d

t

After that closing remark, | was somewhat relieved to note that my
ancestores occupation was recorded
was no doubt very useful when the Raphael familydaireerush to the

newly discovered goldfields in the Turon region of NSW. It was here that
Annie grew up and met her future husband, John Bell. The marriage took
pldtie ih thee@hast&3alirgH Anglican Church, in the then thriving

goldfields town of Sofalan 6 August 1872. The presence of her family
members at the ceremony, and their ongoing association in the years that
followed, implies that it was more likely her English rather than Australian
redmai vesngehoutwaére the resented &ad;

&/

Whissapaagresd sj uupspto rttweod wbhye nMusniées nti hgirladt heo
in 1930 by an English relative named Walter Raphael. My very
impressionable young nine year old mother later recounted her memory of
being taken by her mother to meet this illustrious amyg wealthy English

ionduncl e e. She recalled being in aw
the very posh Australia Hotel in Sydney. Nanny was said to have angrily
refused to visit because her mother had been disinherited.

Familylore isthatther eason f or Walterés visit
kind of release from the Australian Raphael descendants in respect of any

ly possible claims against a family estate. One reason put forward was that the
family &dcastl ea was lesere mtesuffeignetl t h a-

1

affectthe necessary repairs. There is little more than circumstantial (though

3



guite intriguing) evidence to sup

only other memory of the visit was that she shyly refused to accept a
chocola¢ from a box proffered to her by Walter.

This family story and childhood memory eventually led me on a journey|of

discovery that, sadly, Mum is no longer here to enjoy. However, as the

creator of my own family newsletter, | have at least been ablestongha
discoveries with other interested family members.

My RaphaelBell Family Newslettenot as amusing or lengthy Hse Mogn

as descri bed i nThAStonSo Farofa Egmiyé s ar|t

NewslettelEven so, | thought you too mighké to hear that | eventually
found where Walter belonged on the family &#aad much more besides.

So hereés my offering of a slight

from the July 2008 issue of my newsletter.

4So Much To Knowe~T&oLéeathéee T

Brompton (Fulham Road) Cemetery, Brompton, England 11 May 2008"
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plavrapt thésé wosds that greetgd.me asU enfered thraughdht gateyof M
Brompton Cemetery to visit the graves of our ancestors, Samuel and Charlott
(néd_evy) Raphael.

|l eve now spent f our nasmduchaas lfrcanlalfout gue a
family history, and whilst |1 éve ga
still more awaiting discovery.

Sadly, if my planned family history book is to eventuate before you and |

join our ancestors, the quest for informatmust eventually cease and the
really leard work of putting it all together must begin. However, for those

of you who have not yet submitted precious family photos and stories etc.,
there is still time to do so. | anticipate it may take up to anotheryears
beforenhe bookfisiready toyeto meisson of t he r el evani

For now though, I em absolutely del
snippet or two of what | learned about our English Raphaels on my most
recent foray to England.

On our first day in London we visiteduGy € s Campus at Kin
where we were warmly welcomed by Sheila Maister. In her capacity as the
Information and Publications Officer at GKT School of Biomedical

Sciences, Sheila had authored an article in a college newsletter which
featured a bustfaur relative, Henriette Raphael (our cousin Mahlah

Murphy had brought this to my attentiorthanks again Mahlah).

Sheila very generously gave us copies of some of the documents and photos
she had acquired in researching her artMle.were also treated to a guided
tour of the Henriette Raphael Building (previously the first purpose

nur sese home in Britain). Oh, and
chocolate biscuits.

So who precisely is Henrietdad Raph.
Guyés Campus come to bear her name’

Our particular interest in these questions stems from the fact that Henriette
Raphael was the grgaanddaughter of our common ancestor, Nathan



(Nathale) Raphael (b. 1726, d. 21 Sep 18B8)n into a life ofwealth
and privilege in Amsterdam, Holland on 16 Sep ¥838he was the
daughter of Jewish merchant

P a r*farsl &ora Abraham Van Radlte.

bank

The Bust of Henriette Raphael as displayed at the entrance of the
. . PS1
Henriette Raphael Building

Henriette married her first cousin, Henry Lewis Raphael, on 7 Nd&r 18

Henry was also the son of a wealthy Jewish merchant banker, Lewis Rgphdaith and many of the wealthiek, long

(Henrietteeées paternal uncl e and

& Sons) and Rachel Mocatta (the daughter of the magnate, Jacob Mocattapher countries, cousins, once or twice ré
g rormbrotierss Sopthatrorerhadshe fedlirgy

The marriage took placetath e r esi dence of the
Place, Middlesex, Londbf*°

At the time of the birth of their first two children, Flora Henrietta on 11
Dec 1855 and Alice Gertrude on 11 Jan 1857, the family was residing alt
Taviton Street, Gordon Gare. The union produced eleven children in all

six sons and five daught&pgnoe 11.12.3.13.14.15,16,17.18

As their wealth increased under the astute stewardship of Henry Lewis,[theAf t e r

family acquired more of the trappings of their status, includingmber
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of homes. Their London steywlia@ancleoct
31 Portland Place where several of titeghboursvere also family

e membé&tsa Direetly opposite, bt d 2FortlaacdPlaceAtines gramaddaughter a n

Gladys would kneel on the windogas of the nursery and watch
aAGrandmot her Raphael @ and one of t
U being hurried across the giwaamy |
waiting. The butler held a big umbrella over their heads and the footman helc
the door. On thex sat MrFrench, tleachman, who had been in the family
for years and who had married my f.
background, hovered two footmen.

I loved seeing my grandmother go out driving. It was so grand and stately, ra
like one of the fairy stdfissMead read to me about queens and princesses
Gorgeous creatures.

A similarly enticing picture of indoor
activity at 31 Portland Place is describeg
by Gladys thus:

U.. One heard every
subjecigtussed, with highly sophisticatef
expensive people from Vienna, Paris an
Berlin constantly coming and going. In
days, Jews but rarely married outside th

establiShed Ehglish famsilie$ hads branch

one was meeting one enormous clan. Al 31 Portland Place 25 Apr 2008 >
course, one could be invited to similar pé

in all the capitals of Europe and have exactly the same imgoetsseparly

at the Paris Raphaelseée, for instan
Portland Pl aceU.

her fatherés death, when she
spend a week each winter weattiful a Gr a



Georgian mansion at Hove. This is where the family used to retire at that
season ato avoid the fogs and ot
These sojourns weresHoit ved however, as Hen
According to Gladys, she weearly always lying on a sofa with a

dcachepiedsa over her feet and b
sons. Or el se in bed. e It
tall yet Henriette and her husband were both small in stature.

Them|l y other insight Gladys gives
character is in |ikening her own
that of her grandmother, who she lovingly described as having straight,
even features and calm €éyes.

Henriette, i seems, was a loving and much loved woman. So loved and
deeply mourned by her husband that he donated £1,000 to name a bed
perpetuity in her memor-nHaosgital,t he
Marylebone Rodtland £20,000 for the establishment of Hesriette

Raphael Nursese HGme at Guyeés Hos

phaeih

The Henriette Raphael Building 23 Apr
2008

Henriette
19107
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eSadl wai Hedrgndbwv
s e e me tome bydH.RiHA he BlineediV¢aled, waihach took plalce oh 2 July 1902¢c | e

int he
Q academic déeksavad worh by albwho welkedgamipgad the rich hues of the

This | argesse was not hesbandhersoed t o

h &Valterdilsoscantibnfedfuntdstowards a luxureusRentanesqpeoswimraing ae

pool in the nur sesé ho meexistsufidarthe g h

i fiodrioards sf thb mresdntt staff cdnenth roome d .

aonhesof vheere ¢€p0oam
However, his eldest surviving son, Herbertrigegave a speech seconding

the proposal of thanks for their attendance to T.R.H., The Prince and
Rriacess of WWalds. ThHe publishedtlist «f gussts algo (neluaes the rames ofr
Hatberéesvei Pl kngdly Andl pmpsiedohat
the gpening paragraphs of the following account:

U. brill
great

with a
at

sunshine,
of the year

i ant
event

I n g o

Guy

hoods and the scarlet doctorate gowns gave a warmth of colour to the scene
was indtdelf both picturesque and artistic. Bunting and marquees lent the air
festivity but the real decorations were in the gelests #ahia the due and
proper appreciation of this fact lay much of the success of the afternoon.

The visitors were marshaled some little time before the arrival of the Royal pe
and punctually at Hadfst three the National Anthem announceckthef the
Prince and PrincessU.

The same account includes a verbatim report of the speeches, the first of
which was delivered by H. Cosmo Bonsor, Esq. (Treasurer of the
Hospital), part of which is quoted as follows:

U. within | i vestivgdwinthe bagementsetheyiwere shen
promoted to the attics, accommodation which few people nowadays would ca
put their servants into. We were aware of our need when the late Mr. H. L.
Raphael was introduced to me; he took an imteeskate our hospaall

gave A20,000 for the purpose of fo
attached, that it shdatdvebear the name of his late wife. We all regret that his



D

life was not spared to see his work completeyibubaiefeaken and will take
hi s

the greatest ®i nterest in Wor

Now, more than 100 years
since Henri et
Brightes di sé
1897° her name and image
still, as Henry intended,
preside quietly and
unassumingly amidst the
bust e of Guyes
However, he surely could
not have foreseen that the

l ure of Henri
face would inspire a visit by an obscure Australian reIatMmelmeld)n
uncovering her family story!

AL A-A 3

Exterior Wall Plaque 23 Apr 2008

Note 1 The cited ODNB account fails to include domest Edward, who
was born in 1867 but died in very early infancy, nor daughter Helen Mauid
(Cissy), who died aged 16 in 1886.

* Adamstyle- mid-Georgian era (178085) form of domestic neo
classicism that came to be named after the architect, Robeant[rd.
Steven Parissiefwglam styl®haidon Press Ltd., London (1992).
**Broughamra ¢l osed four wheeled carrfi
front [Ref.The Heritage Illustrated Dictionary of the English Language
International EditipAmerican Hetage Publishing Co., Inc., New York
(2973)].

Photograph Sources
PS1. From t
OeConnor].
PS2. From t

he private col |l

he archives of Guyeées
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This excerpt is from one of only PRI family newsletters Iéve prodU(
dat e. As | em just a teensy Iittle bit older than g
when he embarked on his | mtueteary .Jupciosetedskeletonsclosel.aimo t|n$gro e|

Iy
serious challenge to his prolifi|c |%tcuyre§e&1r{:hforAuﬁr8hQVeQ/ugere toqecé"aea|m8m gto§e8nﬁe3|éea(
items from his anthology, if Anne Joseph could be persuaded to submit and post a messa

them for publication in this forum . .. http://www.webs.comfow to create a website to show your research, share

data with relatigs or for any other reason. This is a free site: if you want to
build a simple web site just follow the step by step directions: you can always
change it | ater. Woul d suit anyone
special skill & one!

Heather Denholm

Babs OeéPReorithnNSW, Australia

SOME FREE ACCESS WEBSITES YOU MAY FIND USEFUL

www.snopes.comf you use email , t
youére not sure about: &l s
out here.

n sooper or | ater youell receive an emai l
his message in my email box a fake or hoax

he
t

http://www.computerhope.conWhen you need help of a ngenealogical
kind: a computer help site for technical problems.

ME AND MY SCHOOL PHOTO: MIRIAM MARGOLYES

R
[ T

http://www.xe.com/ucclUseful for planning research trips or buying@d® on _ _ o _ 4
line/paying for services abroad: currency conversions in real time at the gojng The following article, which is reproduced by kind permist
exchange rate theDaily Mail, was first published intleekenanagazine

supplement included with the newespbpddarch 2010 .

http://www.timeanddate.conWant to ring a relative abroad or need to
request something from overseas and netithe relevant office is open? A veteran of stage and screen, Miriam Margolyes, 68,
Time conversion made easy. recently finished filming Harry Potter And The
Deathly Hallows: Part I, the last in the series of films.
www.openoffice.olyant to submit something fo-B. Ne ws b ut dfo rsigetlivesiralorlon with her partner of over 40 years. : |
Mi crosoft Word packagbattmake Bueeryaigasve a| free alternati ve (rres ¥
anyB-J News submission as a Word document!
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| am 12in this class
photograph at the
Oxford High School for
Girls. | was there from
| fourto 18, and I loved

| it. My best friends are
still my friends from
school and, even now, |
can name every one of
the 24 girls in the
picture

| was born in 1941 and
brought up in north
Oxford, which has a very strong character iofdheclass arrogance and-self

between those tw@\t a recent reunion, a classmate said to me, 'We never
got asked to your parties.'

| hadn't realised that | was part of that snobbery, buag It's something

I'm ashamed of and regrdthad rather good parties, | muwdmit We

used to take everyone to the pictures or have a picnic by theMiver
mother was a sensational cook and made brilliant sandwiches and cakes
suppose we had a Jewish sense of hospitality

| talked too much at school and was known addaha wag | was very

naughty- not wicked, but naughtyFor instance, when | was 14, | dressed

up in my mother's fur coat and came into the French class as a French lady
In a strong accent | explained | was checking the school for my daughter

The eacher, Miss Willets, said, 'Stop being silly, Miriam’, to which |

satisfaction about.itMy father was a GP and my mother, who was one of answered, again in a French accent, 'How dare you speak to me like this.’

the cleverest women I've ever met, was uneducated but really Shewd
had her own business buying houses and renting them out

Before | was born, yrparents lived in the East End of Londdrwas
conceived during an air raidvhich might explain a lotand they were
bombed out They took a trip to Oxford, liked the place, and stayed for tH
rest of their lives They must have missed their frispdll the Jewish part
of their lives was in Londorbut I'm sure it was my school that kept them
there They wanted me to be well educated

We had wonderful teachetttie sort who'd lost their partners in World
War Il and had dedicated their livestheir girls Miss Stack, the

Suchfun.

| flowered in dramaMiss Bartholomew, who is now in her late 90s,
inspired my love of English and dna She was so enthusiastic about her
subject she used to seiterywhereShe was an exceptional teacher, who

e also taught Dame Magdienith Mary Plowman gave me elocution
lessonsIn Oxford you had to have the Oxfoatcent Neither of my
parents di, especially my father, who was borGlasgow

| hoped to be an actress, but never truly thouglould All through my
school days, my mother put me in for music festivals where you learn and
recitepoetry She always believed in me psrdormer My father was

headmistress, was a tall, fierce lady with a large bust, grey hair and an fronmore worried that | wouldn't be economically viable, and the school didn't

stare- she had previously been in charge of studies at Holloway Prison i
London She was a huge intellectual snob, and people like me, wio car
from the town as opposed to the gowneaning the progeny of Oxford
dons- got slightly short shrift from her

There was considerable social snobbery at school regarding the two typ

N really rate acting atll. 1 wasn't a very briglgtudent | wasn't stupid, but |

n wadazy | was removed from the maths class for being totally incompetent
and| was shockingly bad atience But | took six Alevels, and English
and history at vel

es @he happiest day of my life was the day | was told | could go to university

intake: fe@aying or scholarship gidsend there was a shatystinction

1

I knew it would open the door to niife. | can still remember reading out

9



my exam results in the headmistress's study and feeling an explosion of
happiness Then my mother did somethirigrrific. One of my father's
patients was Isaiah Berlithe premier intellectual of his day and an
Oxford fellow

My mother suggested that natHfer should invite Isaiah @inner.
Somehow, she knew his hame could conjure up magic in the world of
academeAfter cooking a wonderful meal, she asked Isaiah to sign his
name as my sponsor on the college entreomoe She knew no college
would drean of turning down someone who was Isaiah Bephmoggéee
And they didn'teither |1 owe more than | can ever say to mgther.

My school and my mother were the two greatest influenceslgémy
Mummy was an ebullient and strolagly. She gave neelot of confidence
and made me feel | would be welcormeerywherel wasn't pretty and |
was always fat, but | figured it didn't matter because | had a nice smile &
| wasfriendly.

University was wonderful, and | made more lagtirgdships | also
performed with the Cambridge Footlights satirical rette only woman
alongside John Cleese, Bill Oddie and GraGaapman | was

determined to cut dash | smoked a pipe, wore a blue fur hat and swore
all thetime. | did a lot of acting-1 wasin 20 shows in my three years
there. That was my dranschool.

CRIMINALS AND CONDOMS: FROM JACOBY TO JACKSON

Researching your Jewish roots is certainly a challenge: name changes,
phonetic spellings and di f foesnotl t
being Jewish! My paternal grandfather was Jewish but married out of tf
faith, which estranged hirand, in turn, his childrenfrom his family.

e

(1]

Consequently | set out to research my Jewish roots armed with very littl
firsthand information, it over the years | éve
jigsawa | t h o u gdwaysnore 1o discever!

2

0

My greagrandmother Flora Symonds was the second eldest of the seven
children of Saul Symonds, a cigar maker, and Hannah (Henrietta) Elkan.
F1 or a ade agartedlarlyrhappy life: deserted by her husband,
estranged from her only son, she died alone in a nursing home. In
contrast, two of her sisters married well and lived comfortably, one brother
died young, one died in a mental asylum and one diekirbpta Of all the
siblings it was the third sister | knew least about that proved to reveal the
most interesting story. Her branch of the family went from shaky and
scandalous beginnings, via a name change, to entrepreneurial success and
great wealth.

Marie Symonds was born in Margate, Kent, in 1855, the fifth child of Saul
and Hannah. She was relatively-80-when she married the younger
Daniel Jacoby, a hairdresser, at the North London Synagogue on 27
October 1885. Daniel was the son of Siegndacdby, a BerHoorn

indhai rdresser, and Jetta (Henrietta)
1873, Siegmund remarrield Fanny Moses.

The 1891 census shows Daniel and M
St Pancras. No children were listdthough by 1901, Daniel and Marie
cJacobseée were at Willesden Green w

Elkan, Lionel Alfred, Henrietta (Etta) May and Violet Maud. Why were
there no children in the first six years of their marriage? Had earlier
children died in infancy, or had Daniel worked away from home?

A posting on British Jewry resulted in contact from Susan McPhedran who
has produced an excellent database of BMDs for members of the
Jacobe/Jacobi/Jacobus/Jacoby/Yacoby families. This islewalthe

British Jesvey websitg. Susancexplaidesl thelreanod for the eiX ypar gap o r
bet ween Danielés and Marie's marri.
that for five of those years Daniel was enjoying free room and board at Her
Maj estyes Pleasure!

found many pieces of the

Loggingontorhe Timési gi t al Archi ve, Il found
involvement in a case of attempted murder, in 1886. Along with a chap
named Toussaint (who had already been convicted and sentenced), Jacoby



and four others were charged withlvety with violence upon an elderly
Jewish diamond merchant, Julius Tabak.

The London Rubber Company-ier was-a very high profile company and
is famous for a particular product. So, did Elkan establish the company?
No, his brother Lionel did. A searchTiie Timegwspaper digital archive
produced details of the will of Mr Lionel Alfred Jackson (40) of Carlton
Mansions, N, founder of the LonddrRubber Company (with net

persondl £14,798) in 1934.

The coverage ifihe News of the Wbrthde more salacious reading. Of
particular interest was the evidence of Eleanor Denunzio, daughter of th
aforementioned Toussaint, who dhiat she had first met Daniel Jacoby
when she was 15 and worked in his service before becoming his mistre
She claimed that Jacoby had previously made her an offer of marriage
had then broken off the engagement. It was alleged that Denunzio had
threatened to ruin Jacoby because he had married another woman. Yo
couldneéet make it up!

e

5S.

put Further information was provided by our wonderful community of British

Jewry listers, including this:

U
The company was founded by L.A. Jackson in London in 1915 to sell "barbel
sundries”. Whatesise the sundries were, the stock included rubber condoms,

0 khat tinte émipartgd frene Getmany.clie 1915t Jacksbn's Landoy RubbersCe. w

| ansimall affair, selling its imported stock out of a small room behind a tobacconis

shop”

The trial resulted in Daniel Jac
servitude but, on his release, Marie apparently forgave him, as the 1891
1901 censuses atheé appearance of four children suggest.

By 1911, the Jacoby family seemed to have vanished. Using first namg
onl vy, | searched the 1911-Danielnsus

s So that was how Liehspent his war years, presumably working out of his

dadhktoesdshopJaaksdonmaquamtipnabl y

Marie, Elkan, Lionel, Henrietta and Violeit 537 Green Lanes, Edrtam
North London. This was more than just a coincidence. Daniel was a
hairdresser and tobacconist; the
was an unremar kabl e name, far | e
convenient choice for a family wishitmydiscard its past.

| then came across the World War 1 army service record for Elkan Morr
Jackson which gave his parents as Daniel and Marie Jackson of 46 Lo
Clapton Road, London. But I could find nothing for Lionel: what del
do during the we?

A search of thdewish Chroniaeealed that Lionel Alfred Jackson died
aged 40 on 5 January 1934 and was buried at the Liberal Jewish Ceme|

There was no mention of a spouse. Elkan Jackson enjoyed a longer lifg

dying in his eightieth year onFebruary 1971. TRewish Chroniaeorts
that Elkan Maurice Jackson of Thorpe Bay, Essex, late chairman of the
London Rubber Company, left nearly £1.6 million net in his will.

effort! How he managed to import products from an enemy country
remains a mystery . . .
sons were commercial travellers.
s SlearlyolLiosepbuiltasaccessfultbtess which Waa contihugkby hisa n d
brother. The London Rubber Company became London International
Group, and later merged with Seton Scholl Healthcare plc to form SSL
s International plc. According to a history in the company magditiee
er London Rubber @mpany was the firsin 1922- to manufacture condoms
in the UK, and, in 1929, it registered the brand n@ueexvhich was
chosen to represent Durability, Reliability and Excellence.
The rest, as they say, is history . . .

tery.
Yr British Library Active Paper Archive: http://www.uk.olivesoftware.com
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! http://www.fundinguniverse.com/company-histories/SSL -International-plc-Company-
History.html

! Be InspiredSpring 2010 issue, magazine of SSL International
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Daniel _ This town is Cagrnaehum, not that horrid word you use !
Jacoby / Jackson Marie Symonds :
(18621931) (18551936) To the old city of Jerusalem, by walls of stone surrounded,
The cobblestones we walked on, so ancient, worn and shiny,
: . . . To stand inD a v isgu&esand think of others gone before
Maurice Elkan Lionel Alfred Henrietta May Violet Maud
Jacoby / Jackson | Jacoby / Jackson| Jacoby /Jackson | Jacoby /Jackson The trials and tribulations that the city had to bear.

(18921971) (18931934) (18941982) (18961980)
And then to stand, look to the wall of prayer, so sacred,
Where those who prayed, so earnestly, gave their all to God,

Jill Hyams

With nodding head they prayed, for their family and home,

SOJOURN IN THE HOLY LAND And for peace withinheir country, Israel, the land they love.

| spent two weeks in Israel some many years ago My map was marked with all the glorious places we had seen,

The way | felt has never left me, and | would not want it to, My camera filled with photos, to show to those at home,

The sightsthe sounds, the smell, the life, the atmosphere electric! And though, I never will return to walk along those roads,

| had never seen before, buildings so ancient, so unexpected! My mind was filled with wonder, so inyneart | come again!

To stand upon the mountain tops where prophets fought with evil, | visit now this wondrous place, Israel, ancient land of mystery,

To Gaze from Mount Masada and hear the story that seemed so final, The sights, the sounds, the smell, the life! | am remembering.

To smell and feel the Dead Sea, hard, and have it stick upon my skin,
H E Denholm

Watch others bobbing up and down knowing they nsink.
DIARY DATES

To see the Jord&iverand know it wasn't always peaceful,

And Lake Galilee reflecting the mountains up behind it, Taken from GENEVA website

http://geneva.weald.org.uk/

The Eagles saag overhead and nesting in the crags, )
g — g J 1* August2010to 31" DecembeR010inc.

The young boy just like David, a standing with his sheep.

To the Capermneeum we travelled, we went there as a group, August 4  SoG, LND Visit: Freemason's Hall Museum &
In the Synagogue with pillars, we listened to our guide Librar

, , ) August 12 Pudsey, WYK  Using Family Historian 4Four Week
Where Rami felt he could explain the lgani his language, course
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http://geneva.weald.org.uk/
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#aug10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#aug10
http://yourfairladies.ning.com/events/using-family-historian-4
http://yourfairladies.ning.com/events/using-family-historian-4

August 7

August
August
August
August 12

August 14
August 14

August 14
August 18

August 21
August 21
Septembr 1
Septembr 2

Septembe 4
Septembe 4

Septembe 8
Septembe 11

Septembe 11
Septembe 11
Septembe 15

Epsom, SRY

SoG, LND
SoG, LND
Chorley, LAN
Pudsey, WYK

SoG, LND
SoG, LND

Pudsey, WYK
SoG, LND

SoG, LND
SoG, LND
SoG, LND
SoG, LND

SoG, LND

Northallerton,
YKS

SoG, LND

Newcastle Upon

Tyne, NBL
SoG, LND
SoG, LND
SoG, LND

Guild of OneName Studies Comput
Seminar

Country Poor & Town Poor

Tracing Scottish Borders Families

Celebration of Family History

Bookmaking and Scrapbookingour
Week Course

Family Historian SoftwarePractical

Publishing your Family History to th
Web

Beginners' Lecture Day

Visit: Bank of England Museum &
Talk

Tracing Royal Bastards
Why Can't | Find them in the Censu
London Streets for Family Historian

Evening Skills Course 18 weeks
Advanced

Palaeography for Beginners

Family History Skills Day

My Ancestor was a Mormon

The National Family History Fair
Note change of venue

Widowhood and the Final Years

My Ancestor was a Doctor

I'm Stuck
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Septembe 16
&
30

Septembe 17

Septembe 17-
19

Septembe 18
Septembe 18
Septembe 18
Septembe 21
Sepembe 21
Septembe 22
Septembe 24
Septembe 25
Septembe 25

Septembe 26

Septembe 26
Septembe 29

October 2

Poole, DOR

SoG, LND
Lewes, SXE

Thornbury, GLS
Thornbury, GLS

Durham, DUR

Chertsey, SRY

Romney Marsh,

KEN
SoG, LND
Poole, DOR

Poole, DOR

SoG, LND

Hampton, MDX

Organising, Presenting & Writing ug
Your Family History.

Walk: Stepney to Mile End OIld Tow
The AKEHURST 2010 GetTogethel

Bristol & Avon FHS Opn Day

FEHS General Meetirtginning
alongside the Bristol & Avon FHS
Open Day)

Unlocking yourPast Family History
Day

Free dropn family and local history
advice session at Chertsey Library

(5 week course) Building Your Fam
Tree

Getting the Most from the Sotje

Ancestors from the Great War
Western Front Association led
Workshop (repeated 25th)

Ancestors from the Great War
Western Front Association led
Workshop (repeat from 24th)

Records for OnBlame Studies

CancelledWest Middlesex FHS Ope
Day

Horndean, HAM Open Day

SoG, LND

Welsh Family History on the Intest
& Other Sources

Woodstock, OXF Oxfordshire FHS Open Day
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http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#aug10
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http://www.lfhhs.org.uk/chorley
http://yourfairladies.ning.com/events/bookmaking-and-scrapbooking
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http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#sep10
http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=6269
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#sep10
http://www.nationalfamilyhistoryfair.com/
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#sep10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#sep10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#sep10
http://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/workshops.htm#organise.
http://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/workshops.htm#organise.
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#sep10
mailto:2010GetTogether@akehurst.org
http://www.bafhs.org.uk/
http://www.ffhs.org.uk/events/meetings.php
http://www.clevelandfhs.org.uk/
http://www.clevelandfhs.org.uk/
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/sccwebsite/sccwspages.nsf/LookupWebPagesByTITLE_RTF/Ask+the+Archivist?opendocument
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/sccwebsite/sccwspages.nsf/LookupWebPagesByTITLE_RTF/Ask+the+Archivist?opendocument
http://www.heritagefamilyhistory.co.uk/events
http://www.heritagefamilyhistory.co.uk/events
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#sep10
http://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/
http://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/
http://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/
http://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/
http://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/
http://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#sep10
http://www.west-middlesex-fhs.org.uk/
http://www.west-middlesex-fhs.org.uk/
http://www.hgs-online.org.uk/
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#sep10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#sep10
http://www.ofhs.org.uk/OpenDay.html

October
October

October
October
October

October

October
October
October

Octobe
October

October

October

October
October

October
October
October

13

15
17

16
16
16

SoG, LND
SoG, LND

Exeter, DEV
Chatham, KEN
SoG, LND

SoG, LND

Southport, MSY
Llantrisant, GLA

Birmingham,
WAR

Debenham, SFK
SoG, LND

SoG, LND

Northallerton,
YKS

SoG, ND
Dublin, DUB

WallaseyCHS
Hull, EYK
SoG, LND

Walk: Westminster & West London

Careers in Genealogy: The Road tc
becoming a Member of AGRA &
Running a Genealogical Practice

Devon FHS AGM & Conference
The Parish The Poor and The Land

In the High Courtsof Justice:
Chancery Records for Family
Historians

Genealogy from your Armchair:
What's Free Online

Annual Conference and AGM

Glamorgan FHS Open Day

Further StepsResearching records
before 1837

The Suffolk Family History Fair

My Ancestor was an Agricultural
Labourer

The Georgians: Sources for the 18t
Century

Family History Beginners' Day

Methodists, Baptists & Presbyteriar

Back to the Past: The Irish Genealc
and Family History Show

FHSC Members' Day and AGM
Hull Family & Local History Fair

Careers in Genealogy: Perfect
Powerpoint Presentations
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October

Octobe

October

October

October

October

October

October

October

16

20

23

25

27

30

30

30

30

Novembe 3

Novembe 6

Novembe 6

Novembe 6

Novembe 6

Novembe 6

Novembe 8

Novembe 10

SoG, LND

SoG, LND

SoG, LND

SoG, LND
SoG, LND

Learn about your Ancestors from O
PhotographsWorkshop

Family Historian Software for
Beginners

Black History Month: London
Resources fd3lack and Asian
Collections at the LMA

Open Day

Death & Resurrectioihe
Resurrection Men

Canterbury, KEN Branching Out: Parish Records

SoG, LND

SoG, LND

The National Archives for Family
History: Using the Catalogue & Onli
Collections

Organising your Electronic Family
History Records

Cambridge, CANV Quaker FHS: Eastern Obay

SoG, LND
SoG, LND

SoG, LND

Chester, CHS

Northallerton,
YKS

Woking, SRY

SoG, LND
SoG, LND

Regional Meeting

My Ancestor was a Policeman

Was your Ancestor Really Married:
Marriage Laws, Records & Custom:

The Plague is Upon Us: Plague, Ac
& Remedies

North West Group Family History F

Ancestry in the Archives

West Surrey FHS Family History Fe
and Open Day
Genealogy for Librarians & Archivis

Railway Workers
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http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#oct10
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http://www.liverpool-genealogy.org.uk/
http://www.glamfhs.org/
mailto:gensec@bmsgh.org
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http://familyhistoryfairs.org/
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#oct10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#oct10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#oct10
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http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=6269
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#oct10
mailto:john@slp.ie
mailto:john@slp.ie
http://www.fhsc.org.uk/
http://yourfairladies.ning.com/events/hull-family-local-history-1
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#oct10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#oct10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#oct10
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http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#nov10
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Novembe 12
Novembe 13

Novembe 13
Novembe 13

Novembe 17

Novembe 21

Novembe 20

Novembe 24
Novembe 28

Novembe 27
Decembe 1

Decembe 4
Decembe 8

SoG, LND

Using PayperView Websites

Canterbury, KEN Wills and How to Read Them, day

Batley, WYK
S0G, LND

SoG, LND

Padworth, BRK

school
Family and Local History Fair

Family Historian Software for
Advanced Users

Guidelines & Standards: HeavAvoid
Mistakes in Genealogy

The Berkshire Family & Local Histo
Day

Sevenoaks, KEN Guild of OneName Studies Born

SoG, LND
Taunton, SOM

SoG, LND
SoG, LND

SoG, LND
SoG, LND

Abroad? Seminar

Creating Family Heirlooms

The Somerset Family & Local Histo
Day
My Ancestor was Scottish

Nonconformity & Dr. Williams
Library
Latin for Beginners

The Oldest Profession

25


http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#nov10
http://www.ihgs.ac.uk/courses/day_and_residential_2_wills_and_how_to_read_them.html
http://www.ihgs.ac.uk/courses/day_and_residential_2_wills_and_how_to_read_them.html
http://www.hdfhs.org.uk/rootcellar/searches/HDFHS%20Fair.htm
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#nov10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#nov10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#nov10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#nov10
http://ampfamilyhistoryservices.parks.officelive.com/FHFairs.aspx
http://ampfamilyhistoryservices.parks.officelive.com/FHFairs.aspx
http://www.one-name.org/timetable.html
http://www.one-name.org/timetable.html
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#nov10
http://ampfamilyhistoryservices.parks.officelive.com/FHFairs.aspx
http://ampfamilyhistoryservices.parks.officelive.com/FHFairs.aspx
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#nov10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#dec10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#dec10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#dec10
http://www.sog.org.uk/events/calendar.shtml#dec10

